Points
Off-shore piers date back to the first of the previous century

· Church owned all the lake shore property and they were allowing those off-shore to put rowboats on the lake

· Since then, the church has sold the lake shore property to private owners

· The rowboats have expanded to pontoons, ski boats, sailboats, fishing boats, wave runners all owned by the same on-shore or off-shore property owner. Just no room.
· Lawsuit in the 90’s gave owners ownership to the lake shore, it is now private property (should be complete with all legal rights)
Document that allows the piers also had many other rules that have long been stricken because they were illegal or made no sense in the current time. A large percentage of the document has been deleted. Some of the points stricken include:

· No alcoholic beverages were allowed

· No music was allowed on Sunday

· No “Persons of Color” were allowed

· No animals were allowed

· Methodist denomination

Second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence grants “pursuit of happiness”. When we are afraid of piers on our property, strangers on our property, and ill will of neighbors because of the rule, our happiness is being violated. First thing we do every week is look to see if someone has put a pier on our property. The constant tension and not knowing spoils the tranquility the lake is supposed to bring.

Also, we have been subjected to rule changes, excessive bills, and fines for putting piers on our own property, all without our input or approval. Also in the second paragraph “But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.”
Inequities:

· The on-shore owners must pay to put in piers on their own property. No control over price. 500% increase in two years. Where does it stop?
· The price of the on-shore owner’s land and home is significantly more than the off-shore owner’s land and home, we have paid for the privilege. 
· On-shore owners must pay for all improvements to the lake front: seawalls, retaining walls, landscaping, sidewalks, patios.
· On-shore owners bear full responsibility and expense of maintaining the property: mowing, seeding, fertilizing, and weeding.

· On-shore owners shoulder full liability for uninvited (trespassing) individuals, the harm to them and/or their property. Neither the church nor off-shore owners accept any liability. 
On-shore owners are given no choice or control over persons given pier assignments. Nothing we can do about inappropriate behavior!!
· Arrest / history of off-shore assignee – Child molester? Rapist? Other criminal history?

· Drug / Alcohol abuse

· Inappropriate behavior

· Inappropriate / loud music when on property (we have grandkids there all the time)

· Property damage

· Trash left on property

· Invasion of privacy

· Unsafe beach and swimming areas due to overcrowding. Many on-shore owners have no place for young children except off the end of piers into deep and unsafe water.

There is a solution

As, at almost every other lake, public piers on public property.

Plenty of pier locations and pier spots are available. Including over 3000 feet of shoreline owned by the church without even one assigned pier location.

I was told there are less than 60 pier locations currently assigned.

Many do not even have boats. Last week – 12 empty piers on private property (not on-shore owners) and 14 empty spaces on current public pier. Only 36 slots are truly needed.

Off-shore owners keep piers even though they do not need or use them so they will have them if needed in the future. A public pier system with sufficient spots will provide the availability without the need for keeping a pier when one is not needed.
Provided public pier layout provides for 99 boats and 34 wave runners. Provided draft document provides a start for a set of rules and guidelines to control and maintain the public piers.

